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OUHRlOTLUMYITiB 
I. MT LOK . 

I was born on August 8th 1897 in Chsfoo in C hina where ay 
■ father was Russian consul (he died in 1913). X was baptised at 
the Qsglish Church in Chefoo. 

In 1916 X finished the grammar school' of the Swiss Reformed 
Church (Bgliae »5fonmde) in St.. Pitersburg (Russia) and attended 
the University, the 'Oriental section of the Riilologloal faculty." 
t studied the history of • Asia, ethnology, the cooperative grammar 
of the Ibdo-Buropean languages and the following Oriental 
languages: the Turkic, the Mong oli a n , the- Uanju and the Tibetan. 

1 Sf teachers were the following well known, scientists: 

(1) 



(2) 

0 ) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 

( 7 ) 

( 8 ) 

(9) 



» (Turkic languages) who was 

arrested in 1937 end disappeared. 

Brof. Leo^§t«mber g d. 1927 (ethnology). 

^vxf^fo^$x M X^0ollan) who escaped to Finland 
in 1919. 

Froff'^S^Ujndrts^ (Mongolian) d.1931. 

P rof^flfrtwic z (ifcnju and Calmuek), emigrated to 
Poland in 1923. 



Brof. Serge A < dLdenborir g (Buddhism) d.1935* 

Brof^i ^thel d (hi ataxy of Asia) d. 1930. 

Brof^lloerbatsboy (Tibetan and Sanskrit) who 
starred in 1941 in Leningrad, 

Brof. ILKT^Strev (Soman philology) Who 
oonalttod suicide in 1923, and other less known 
people. 



I finished the university in 1921. In 1923 X passed aqr doctor 
examinations and obtained the right of teaching at Oliver sitie a. 



I married Ms. Natalll^Beloll Daka in 1924- and I have twe sons, * 
Valery h. 1926 and Nicholas b. 1928. 

I 

, II SCIENTIFIC? EMPLOXMENT. . 

In 1915 X was employed as .scientific collaborator at the 
Geographical institute in Leningrad, There I drew ethnological . 
maps and made other auxiliary works. 3h 1921 X was appointed 
assistant teacher and taught Finnish and Turkic. In 1921 I: 
was employed at the Asiatic Museum of the Aoadeay of Sciences 
(new institute of Oriental Studies of idle Acadeny) where I 
oataloglsed Mongolian books and manuscripts, m 1923 I was 
employed at the university of Leningrad where I taught Mongolian. 

In 1928 I was Professor of Mongolian at the Leningrad 
University and at the institute; of Living Oriental Languages (dosed, 
in 1938) end scientific collaborator of the Asiatic 



^ m 1931 I was Professor of Mongolian at the asms high 
J&hoolS and manager of the Mongolian department of the Institute 
' «f oriental Studies, of the Aoadeny of Soiemses and member of 
ythe : Mflngolisn oooxisaien of the Academy.' ' V& 
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Jh 1933 I w*e elected Meaner of the Academy of Sciences. 

I remained professor of the University of Leningrad, member 
of the Aoadeny of Sciences and manager of the Mongolian 
department of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy 
till August 190. 

Besides I taught 1-2 months a year at different provincial 
smell universities: 

March 1930 at the university Simferopol (Crimea)- - Tur ^o 

languages and comparative grammar. 

May 1931 - the same. 

July 193 6 at the Uhiversity Ulan Ude (Buriat-Mongolian 
Republic In Siberia) - Mongolian language. 

August 1941 - Ifty 1942 at the Calmudk Doetitute in . 

Blista (Oadmuok Region) - History of the Russian 
language, the Calmuck grsmnar. 

Jhly - August 194-2 - Slavonic philology and Turldo 
-at the Caratchay - Ciroassian Institute at itikoyan 
Shekhar (Caucasus). 

The further events will be shown in the chapter X." 

HI ^ CIENTiyiO J0URHBT3 AND BajtMTTOHS. 

• , 

!• 3h 1920 I travelled from Leningrad to the Caiellans of the 

Kalinin district and collected different linguistic subjects, 
tales, songs etc. 

2. Txt 1921 I made a journey to the Calmcks and studied their 

language. 

5. m 1924 I spent t»o months among the Caraobaia (a Turkic 

tribe) In the Caucasus and studied their dialect, 

it. La 1926 I spent & month pear Baku In the Caucasus and studied 

the language of the* Asexfeai Jan Turks. 

9. . La 19~4 and 1927 I' undertone a journey to Mongolia. Then X 

was chief of an expedition. I travelled from Leningrad to TEUar-Bie 
(Hast Siberia) and from there by meteor oar to Ulnn-Bater (Mongolia) . 
from TttanHBator we travelled in the valleys ef the rivers Share, 

Sro, Selenga, Orkhen. 1 visited the famous Buddhist cloisters Amur 
Bayashhuls&t* XWet, Srdeai Joo, Wuan Sure, studied ancient manuscripts , 
collected becks and documents, collected folk lore and linguistic 
subjects among the oemads, discovered vary Interesting arohaeelegioal 
monuments (the makneem mins of the amoient towns Ching Tolgey, 

Teelsyn Ulan Balahlng, Zhaxookhaya Khara Balgas), discovered several 
sakaamn laiguagea and dialects etc. We mapped the countries between 
TCLan Bater and the orkhen River and made a complete economical 
description of thofe countries. The materials the expedition collected 
were exceedingly numerous and valuable. 

w Jjfe v*re 4 persons: Mr. vJ^aasake vies (died in jail In 1936), 
jftCrSarfhsyjff (was shot In a prison In 1935) > Mr>^Ssajeev (he was a 
tesohar In Moao«*r in 1941) and me. 

/ 
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The scientific results of this expedition were considerable 
Kasakavios published 3 books, Baabaysff 2 items, &*nJeoy 1 book 
and 3 items. I published 3 books and 7 smell publications. 

6. 3h 1928 ( May- Sept) I travelled in East Siberia (West of the 
Baikal lake) and studied the dialects of the Buriats. The 
results were published In 3 books. 

7. Si 1929 X travelled (in April) to Samarkand and Bukhara 
(In tbs Russian Turkestan) and studied the Mogul and Xftlmsk 
dialects of the Uzbeks. X worked at the famous Xta Sina Library 
in Bukhara and discovered several valuable manuscripts of the 
XHIth oentury. 

Proa Bukhara X travelled to Alma Ata, visited the Mongolian 
tribe Sart-Calmiok (near the lake £sslk KUl) and studied their 
dialect but as it was not interesting I travelled further 
eastward and entered the Chinese province Sinking. There X 
travelled in Zoongarla, studied the dialects of the Olrats 
(Western Mongols), visited the towns Chugutchak and Sfcljs, there 
I met different interesting people j the remainder of the tribes 
Solon and Sibo. Than X reached Kaahgaria and studied the Turkio 
language of the Kaahgarians, I collected different valuable 
materials relating to the languages, ethnology and eoaneedoa. 
These materials were not published because their publication was 
dnwished from the political point of view. 

8. In 1930 I travelled to the Buriats of the Aga district (on 
the Maajdrlan frontier) and studied their language. Pr oa there 
X came to Itajuria and worked in the team of Xhailar, at the 
do later Jmndjeer and in different villages, where I studied the 
languages of the Dago ora. Scions and Bargoota, Prom Ite Juris, 

X travelled to Ulan Bator In Mongolia and studied ancient 
manuscripts and the dialects of the Bmer Mongolian tribes of 
Ordos, Kharohin and Brat, and travelled from Blau Batur to Xfcner 
Mongolia. There I spent 3 months In the oountry of Ulan Ohab and 
studied dialects and collected ethnological subjects. The results 
were t*ibli.ahed in 4 books. 

4 

9. 3h 1?31 (July-August) I studied the dialects of the Buriats 
in the Selenga valley and published ay materials in a book and 
in 2 items. 

1<X In 1532 (k&y-August) X travelled in the Buriat~Mbngolian 

Republic in the districts Bargosln, Skhirit-Bulgat and Bokhan 
and studied dialects. Inter I published 1 book. 

H. The summers 1933, 3A-, 35 were spont in the Caucasus, where 

I studied the dialects of the Garaohays. 

12. . The mumer 1936 was spent in the Buriat Republic. X 

lectured at the University and studied dialects in the Xhori 
district. 

13. The stu m e r 1938- was spent in the Caucasus. I continued ny 
Csrauchay studies. 

14. The Bumor 194 jO(May-JUly ) was spent in Ulan Ude in the 
Buriat Republic where* I was helping in preparing the first Buriat 
dramatic plays. 1 had to advise the authors and artists on 
ethnological and historical matters. 
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The general conclusion la that I know Mongolia, Turkestan, 
Caucasus, the prowinoe Sinking, Siberia and Manjurla. I knew 
Mongolia, Turkestan, Siberia and Caucasus better than anybody. 

I knew the languages of the natives, their ethnologies! 
peculiarities, the ooonoalos of Ifeese countries end the political 
conditions there. X don»t beast affirming that now I have ne 
rivals in the world} in the British Ckmouweelth and in Amerloa 
nobody knows (or knew) those oomtries sufficiently and in Russia 
people who knew then died. 

JV SOIHTOyiO HJBLJ0ATICW3. 

Hf travels in different countries and ny working in libraries 
and suseuas and last not least qr studies at the flhiveraity gave 
me a perfect knowledge of the different peoples, tribes, langusges, 
customs eta* 

T was able to publish 1 66 books and items In different 
scientific msgairinea. 

Complete bibliegraphies of ay works published before 1932 
osn be found In the following publications: 

(a) Bibliography «f the Uangalologloal literature 1917-1932 in 

Bibllegrafuya Voatofca 5-6, p. 37-50. 

(b) Rusaisehe Arbeitan auf dais Gebiot dor Mongdiatik wflhrend 

der Jahrw 1926-27. A aU Ifrjor. Vol V. P.22V22?. . 

Hare only the most Sjqpertant work will be mentioned* 

222L. 

X. Beitrdg* mr Komtnis der Altmcngolleohen Scbxdftqpracke. Jjd* 
lfc.1«r Vol. Tm 

23SL 

2* The Mongolian names ef animals in Khsmdnllsh KawiniU work(in 
Russian;. Zapiaki Kkllegli Tostekwredov. Yol»I» 

3. Ttokisohf-Tsetotwassiache vargielebande Studien. Mamies . Vol* I. 

k* Zn Reeerkultus bei den Msngalen, Asia Major . Vol# IX. 

5. The Chavash language and its relation to the Mongolian and Turkic 
. (in Russian). wilertn fle I'Acadimle des Sciences de 1 I TJRS3 1924*- 
1925. 

1926 

6* fe series. TJhtersnohung deer sprachliohen Bigontflal i ehkeiten der 

Mongoliaohen Version doe gesserkhaa. Asia Major III. 

7. The history and the actual state of the reciprocal relationship 
of the Altaic languages (In Russian). Oomptes Bendas dn Bremlsr 
Co njures Turoelogio. Baku, 1926* 
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A Manual of the Takut Language (in Russian). Moscow 1926* 

120 pp. (a took). 

9. Altaisoh and Urtdrkisoh. Dhgarlsohs Jahrbuofrar » Bd.YI # Berlin. 

10. the Finno-Ugrian peoples, (in Russian). Ieningrad 1927 (a 
booklet 50 p. ) 

222Z- 

11. The Mongolian Waanls (In Russian) ln* *gbemik yasykoradnyoh 
problem po oialltel>ny" X f Leningrad I9S?. 

12. Materials belonging to an exploration of the Tongue language (in 
Russian)* Grammar, dictionary and texts. Leningrad, 1927. (a book). 



222§L 

13. Ethnological explorations of Finno-Ugrian peoples in Z7H3S (la 

Russian). Jtoi "Fiano-ugoraky Sbazuik I, Leningrad 1927, p. 27-77# 

14# * am K h al kft a mn gol i aohen Bsldeaopoa. Asia Major . Yel.V,3 183-215. 

15. Das Msngellsoha Spraohaaterial elner Leldaaar IMndsobrlft . Bullet In 
da l»Aoaddnle daa aoienoes da VukBS 1927-1928. 



a 



1222 - 

16. A report on a journey In Hie Qrkhen valley in a mme r 1926 (in Russian). 
Uetorlaly Khmissli po isaledovanlru Monpr^laJooy fflurednoi BeembUkl. 

^rLeSgr^ ' ' ' 

2222 

17. the Dago or language (la Russian). A bock containing a grammar, 
glossary and text a. Leningrad 1930; 177 pp. 

18. the dialect of the Alar Buriats. Part I (in Russian). .Leningrad 
1930# It + IJO pp (a book). 

22S 

19. %e dialect ef the Alar Buriats. Part XX (in Russian); Leningrad 
1931, H + 216 pp (a beok). 

.20. the Salon language (in Russian). A grama r, texts and glossary. 

XI + 143 P- Leningrad 1931 (a book). 

21.. A practical manual of the Mongolian colloquial language. Leningrad 
Vm + 180 p. (In Russian). « 

2222 . ’ 

22. Description of the Mongolian Manuscripts belonging to the Academy 
of Soienoea (in Russian). XanAski institute Yoatokovedanlva L 

23. Remarks on the dialect ef the Aga Buriats. Leningrad. 1932 (in 
Russian). 
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24. A Manual of the Mongolian language Leningrad 1932 , 245 p. 
(In ftissian). 

25* KhalkhaHtongolian Folk-lore (In Russian). Leningrad 1932, 
190 p. (a book). 

1933, 



26. the Burlat-Jtagolian philology (in Russian) Leningrad. 1933. 
150 p. (a hooky. 



27. 




30. 

yu 



The X anniversary of the Burlat-ttmgollan Republic and the 
national script (in Mongolian). Ulan Ude, 1933* 

The peoples of Eastern Siberia and their languages (in Russian).. 
SHeatsk 1933 (a book). 

The ancient -Mongolian epics (in Russian) in "flbomlfc t Best* 
50-Xstjya deyatabaosti g.?. Oldenburga" Leningrad, 1934* 

The language and the nee poetry of the Selenga Buriats (in 
Russian). Leningrad 1934 132 p. (a book). 

fiber die. .Sprache der Eaguren. Asia Major. 761.X. Leipzig 1934. 



32. The Burlat-Jftngolian songs after the Revolution (in Russian). pi 
Sovotskii Felklor, I, Leningrad 1934- 

1222 *. 

33. Broblema of the Buriat literature (in Russian). Zapiski Tnstibuta 
voatotovodeniya XU. 



34. ftjppe and Vestrikoff. A history of the Barguzin Buriats (in 
Russian). Ieningrad-Mosoow 1935 (a book). 



35. A history of tho Khefci Buriats (in Russian). A book X +.172 p. 
Leningrad, 1935. 



22 %. ' 

V' # A RussianHtoogolian Colloquial Dictionary. Leningrad, 1935 (a book). 

37. A history of the Selenga Buriats. Bert X. (in Russian). Leningrad 

193 *. 

38. The Burlat-Bongollan Folklore (in Russian). In "Sovotskii Folklore 
n-m, Mesoenr 193*. 

39 # 3fce Xhalkha-Uongolltn language (in Russian) Leningrad. 193^ (a book). 

40. The Origin of breeding cattle in Mongolia (in Russian). Ifc 
"Leaa%sle lEiTotnye ifongolov* , Moscow, 1936. 

41. Buriat-ttmgolisn Folk-lore and dialectology' (in Russian); Leningrad 

. . 1936 (a book, 167 pp). 

42. The Xhalkha-Mcngolian enios (in Mongolian). In the magazine "Shine 
Tdi" ("The Row Mirror*}, Ulan Bator, 1936. 



A3* The Rhalkha 
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ttie Xhklkha-Mongolian heroio epios (in Rusaisn), Leningrad 1937 
(a book 135 pp). 

A Mongolian Grammar (in Russian). Moeoew-Lenlngrad 1937, (a 'book), 
196 pp. 

A Buriat Gramaar (In Russian). Moscow-Leaingrad, 1938, 268 pp. 

The breeding of cattle and the agriculture In Central Asia, An 
economical survey, 1938, a book 192 pp. 



The Mongolian-Turklc-AraMo Diet ionary ■Muksdddmat al Adah", Yd 
X A II, Mosocnr-Leningrad 1938-39. I A H + 566 pp (in Russian). 
Xaa j a g wa A 1 9 4 0 - ( e b os k 



3he Buriat arms! a of Toboyaff and Tbmaunoff (in Rnaelan) Leningrad 
191 * 0 . (a' book) 177 pp. 

flPhe Russian Explorations of the languages and of the ethnological 
peculiarities of the peoples of Central Asia (in Russian), B& 
"Bulletin bf the Geographical Sooioty* VoX.72, Ieniagrad 192*0. 

50. A Manual of the Mongolian language (together with Staritqyna und 
Sanjeeff). Moscow 1940.. ✓ 

19a * ' : 

53U A Manuscript en bdtrehrbark of the tine of the Golden Horde (in 
Russian), "Sa "floret akpye Vostokovodepla" . Yol H pp 80-136, 

52. . The history of the Mongolian Script, Yol I (in Russian), Moscow- 

Leningrad,’ 190.' 166 p. (a book), 

M2. 

53. Die Spraohe der Mongolischan Quadrat achrlft und das Tttan-chdo 
pi-ahi, Asia Major Roue Edge, Yol X* Leipzig 1944. 

Y. THE IMPOHEAKOB 07 THE lfflflTICNKD HTBLICATICWS 
AKDi^soam^ * 

The easiest way to show the importance of some of ay works 
is the way of characterizing their contents. 

1* 3he Mon go lian philology has produced very f ew grammars and 

we oan state that the grammars published before 1917 were net 
complete or oontalned mistakes. Besides there were no graamars 
of the colloquial language which differs from the script language 
considerably. There were no practical manuals and one who Intended 
to* learn Mongolian had no other way than to study obseolete 
philological works. It is not difficult' to inmglne the results of * 
such studies. . 



43. 



44* 

msr 




1939 

47. 

MS- 

48. 

49. 



/t published 
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I published the first manuals of the Mongolian (a.No.21, 

24,50 ). Thee# ere practical end suitable to learning the 
language even without aid of a teacher. These works (N2l end 
’ 24) were adopted by ell Universities in USSR end Germany* It 

is to be stressed that No. 21 was the first book on the 
Colloquial Mon go lien. Also ay Xhalkha-Mongolian Dictionary 
(a* No* 36) is the first dictionary of the colloquial language 
of the population of the Mongolian Republic. 

Z published the beet grammar of the eoript-Mongolia 
(a. No. 44). Its appearance was greeted by all Oriental iats im 
USA by Prof. ( !C* tenges, in Franoe by Paul pslliott. In 8tmgarlA 
by Prof J. Nemeth, in Denmark by Prof. X. Gronbech, in Sweden by 
G, purring etc, 

A weak point of the Mongolian phi logy was the lack of 
knowledge of dialects and colloquial languages. Only Raastedt 
(Finland) Studied some colloquial languages. The greater part 
of the. Mongolian languages was unknown to the scholarship, 

I was lucky to discover and to study different languages 
nobody had known. 

Tn 193 0 X discovered in tenjuria a very interesting ayohaio 
Mongolian language (the Dagoorl). X published a grannar, a 
dictionary and texts with Russian translations fa.N6.l7)* These 
books had an immanse success. (4 31 ). 

Prof. Paul Felliott (Paris) and other soientists published 
very benevolent reviews of ny book. 

The Buriat language was unexplored. I explored all dialects 
of that language, and pibliahed the first complete granwar. (s.No.45) 
and many descriptions of dialects, (a. No. 18,19 ,23,30,41). Uf 
explorations afforded the creation of the new ronanisad Buriat script 
and the establishment of teacher schools and Institutes in the 
Buriat Republic. Uy Buriat studies had a hi g sjooeaa and many 
Orientalists published reviews of ny works. 

• I published the first collection of various texts In maty 
oriental languages (in phonetioal transcription), (s* No. 25, 30 , 41) t 

On qy travels X had the opportunity to study mazy non-Mongolian 
languages. I published the first modem researches m the' Ttmgus 
languages which had been unknown to the scholarship (a.No.12,20). 

The Mongolian literature and folk-lore were unknown. X am 
the first explorer who showed that there is a rich folk-lore and 
an ancient literature. I published the first books on the 
Mongolian epic songs (s. No, 14, 25, 29 ,3 2, 38,41 A3). These works 
were reviewed by Pelliott, Ubkrieg, Ligeti a.©, 

X discovered and published maty Mongolian historical works 
(a. No. 34,35,37^48). These publications afforded a oonplete history 
of the Buriats by the Russian scientist Xudsyaftseff (liktttsfc 1940). 

The history of the Mongolian and Turkic languages, their 
relationship and all questions connected to the so-called Altaic 
family of languages were explored very insufficiently. It can be 
affirms d that sy works on that dominion contributed ouch to the 
knowledge the science got. 
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The most important works belonging to this category are 
my explorations of ancient Arabio-ifongolian dictionaries of 
the Xlllth oentury (a. No. 1,15, and V7J# The latter (No. V7), 
"The Mongo lian--Tuxkio-Arabio dictionary Makaddiraat al Adah”, is 
a work of 566 pages. It contains more than 10,000 ancient 
Mongolian words and 15 ,000 sentences in ancient Mongolian 
(pronunciation of the XOTth century). This work was reviewed 
by Baastedt, Pell lot, Manges a. o* and was called the most 
prominent contribution to the Oriental studies during a long 
time* 



Another very important work is Kb. 52 "History, of the 
Mongolian Script". In this book I deciphered a script, invented 
in 1269. 1 translated many documents in that script ^published 

a glossary’ and a graomar of Ihe language of 1269 - 1370 . 

The publication of fly work No* 51 "A Manuscript on birch- 
bask of the Golden Sbxde" was a sensational event* This is a 
publication of fragments of a awrrascript, containing the most 
ancient poetry of the Mongolian invaders who conquered Russia 
in the XUXth oentury. The Manusarlpt was dlsoovered in the 
earth on the river Volga, X published these songs and translated 
them. Tty work waa reviewed in all American newspapers* 

Mr travels gave ms a perfect knowledge of all omditiau in 
Siberia, Central Asia, Mongolia and Itojiirla* X know the natives 
and their customs better than anybody. Uj books "The peoples of 
Eastern Siberia" (N20). "The Russian Explorations of the peoples 
of Central Asia" (No* U$) are important contributions to the 
ethnology* 

Besides I know the eoooaoado&l and political conditions in 
Mongolia and Turkestan, Hanjuria and Siberia* Hr' works, "The 
Origin of breeding oattle in Mongolia* (No* 40 ) , and "Breeding 
battle and agriculture in Central Asia "(Nfe£) are the most important 
ones on the dominion of eoonomiea of Asia* 

VI MT AOTIVITIBS AT PmEBSIPIBS 

. I am sn explorer and a scientist an the first place* But 
X lectured at Universities too* I trained students and X had ny 
lectures on different subjects*. 

In the first place X lectured on the Mongolian language* 
.Since 1928 X taught the following subjects:- 

{&) Script Mongolian and 

(b) Colloquial Mongolian (both praotioal courses) at the 
Institute of Oriental languages in Leningrad, 

At the Ttoivsrslty in Leningrad. 
v (o) Script Mongolian (theory)* 



/(d) Colloquial 



v 
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(d^ Colloquial KhalkhaHfongoll&a (theory) 

(e) Burlat-Mongolian language (theory and 

praotioe) 

(f) History of the Mongolian languages, 

(g; Mongolian dialects. 

Mongolian literature and folk-lore (at the University), 

History of the Mongols (at the university), 

inoient history of Central Asia and Mongolia (in 1936-38) at 
the Institute of Oriental languages in Leningrad and at the 
Moscow Oriental Institute. 

Geography and economics of Mongolia (in 1936-38 at the 
Leningrad Oriental Institute). 

The comparative grassier of the Mongolian, Turkic and Maaju- 
ftmgus languages (university of lezdngrtd 1925-3.941)* 

She Turkic language (at the Crimea university March 1930, 

May 1931V 

The oonparative g r eas er of the Turkic languages (Crimea 
University March 1930, Jfey -1931)* ' 

Oalaudk language in Elista 1941-42. 



Russian language in Elista 1941-42, 




> MrafHKRSHIP OP SCIENTOTC SOCIKTIBS. 

* , "V- 

I was. elected member of the following scientific 
societies! • , 

i’l) She learned society of Azerbaijan (1926). 

1 2) She learned hodety of the Chuvash Republic (1927). 

'3) . Sboiiti Binne-^Ougrienne (Helsinki; Finland) in 1930, 

4) sSresi Csojsa 'Society Budapest (in 1928), 

(3) Estonian Learned Sooiety (1935)* 

16 ) . Aeadeay of -Sdenoos of USSB (la 1933)* 
m Oemlttee of Pacific Explorations (USA) in 1935 (t). 
i 8) Buria t - Mea gelian Sedentifi# institute .-(1938). - 
•9) -Msngolian Soientifie Coijedttee in Ulan Bater (1939)* * * 

■" *HI * ’ 

rorowiapgg op languages 

Soientifie and practical knowledge! * 
fa.) Hessian •. 

fb) Mongolian (Script Mongolian, Sheikha, Buriat, Calamdk). 
(o) Finnish. ” 



B*. - Cktly theoretical 



C 





ill- 



Only theoretical scientific knowledge (reading, translating^ 
understanding other people U speech, not speaking), 

raj Turkio fin Turkey) 

|b) ' Azerbaijan 
oi Caraohal (Caucasus) 

'dl Tatar 
'e) IJOwtr 
If) U*bek 

g) Ancient Turkik 

B iftnj* * 

i) Tongas (Solon and Bargusln) 

Yj) Tibetan. 

Only practical knowledge (reading and speaking)* 



French 

English 



Being a rare specialist and possessing a kncwledge ckf 
things only few 7 people knar or nsbedy knawa I was used as ^ 
coiAseller by the gewernwmt. . 

Ta 1930 X was charged with the composition of a roasnised 
alphabet for the Tara people. I created that alphabet and- it 
was Introduced* 

Jn 1930 and 1931 I had to create a rwnanlsed alphabet far 
the Biodata* It was done. 

, In 193^ I was charged with the ereatiqn of a Buriat alphabet 
eh Bnasiaa basis. later this alphabet was introduced. 

2a 1930-32 X worked as a nenber of a- teruinelegical ©emission 
at the "Ctosainist Diversity of the Working People of the East" 
fin Bisooar)* That University .(a kind' of ached for propagandists 
snd agents' of 0— uni at orga^satlana in , Asia) intended to publish 
different works hyWwx, Engels, ^ lenih snd Stalin' In oriental ' • 
language* add needed an exact and precise, orient^' terminology. 

Xn X had to instruct Buriat snd Hessian anthers and. 
artists on subjects of Jhiatery and ethnelegy because the gewer n asnt 
planned the creation of dramatic plays for a projected Buriat 
theatre. „ . — 

2a 1930-35 I instructed Mongolian scientists an terminological 
subjects. 

2i 1931-32 I inspected translations of different political 
bockfc and -propaganda works into the languages of the ifangels of . 
Mongolia and Addle Asia. • '!. * 

2a 1937-38 I lectured ea the Mongolian te an aa&tence at the 
"School ef Translators and Editors ef Marxist Works” in XeniagrM* 



r ; : • ; U 

1 1 



"IIS 



/9. To. 1938 and 1939 









'..V-i.V/.-Vv' 




> 

> 



In 1938 and 1939 I worked for the Russian Boundary* Oeondsalon. 

This oomisalon was created toon after the battle a batman the 
Russians and Japanese (lake Xhassan, Khalkhln Gel in Mongolia etc). 

The Chief of the Russian delegation was General Beadanoff. He 
urgently* needed a nan who knee the boundary questions and, in the 
first place, the bou nda ries between Russia, Mongolia and Mmajurla, 
during idie last ce n t u ries. I tales an olent asps (of Deguigne, 

XTHth century), Chinese naps of the XVIIWCIXth oenturles and . 
Mongolian, naps of the XU century. Besides I knee all old 
descriptions of Hiese countries.* The results af ny aorta were 
Interesting Anon that point of Ties that the Japanese pretensions 
turned cut without foundation j the countries the J apanese wwvted 
never had belonged to 2hn.juria but since the XTUth century they 
belonged to Russia or Mongolia. 

In 1939 before the Finnish war I was charged by the Osmsandmrb 
of the Military district of Jeningred with a translation of a 
oaaplete triangnlatiac of Northern and Eastern Finland from the 
Final ah into the Russian. T be volume a of that triangulatieta, were . 
secret editions. I don't knew hew the GeananddSh ' had got then, 

X was translating these hooks In a roen of the T opogr a phic 
department of the Idlitaxy district Co wand fit. There were books 
ooptaining the tri angulation of Pet same, of the oo tax tries near 
Vlberg etc. One nay ask why I have been charged with this task. 

The explanation is single; there was no other j eept e knowing the 
Finnish language. Besides it was a very difficult translation 
.because the translator had to be a specialist on mapping, and 
they kaewthat I mapped different countries in 1*+ X suppose 

my translations offered a good aervloa to the Red Arny in the 
Finnish waW (1939-1940 ). 

In 1933 X was charged with advising the Gonaradjwb of the 
Far East Arey. In 1933 the Far Bast Any commenced the fortifications 
*en the Russian-ManJ ^g n boundaries and different questions arose; 
the staff of GeneraJ\Jilnofcer wanted to know the most ancient boundaries, 
besides many people (Buriats sal other natives) were to be transferred j 
fit ether countries because their settlements were to be de s t roy ed etc. . \ 

I ta 1935-36 X worked (together With ether people) on a map ef 
Asia (Mongolia, Man Juris, Western China) It 500, 000. I had te inspect 
the correct spelling of names (rivers, lakes, mountains etc), Tfea 
nap was prepared by the General Staff. 



agrggAL conditions 0? m life before the war 

X worked with success and I was able to support ay family. But my 
scientific work was feeing different difficulties of political k ind. .• 



Historical researches In USSR wczv strongly influenced by Hie 
Marxist doctrine. Ba' historical works Hie principal part belonged te 
descriptions of the olaas struggles, suppression of workers by the ruling 
class, imperialistic expansion etc. After 1935 suddenly a Soria tic . 
patriotism was preached. Before 1935 the ancient epic songs and tales were 
Called creations "of the ruling class who composed them' with the aim to* make 
the people stupid and' to disseminate superstitions among the suppressed 
class". Suddenly after 1935 the epic songs were declared' Monuments of the 



/heroioal spirit 





heroioal spirit of the Sorviotio people". Theta changes depended os 
changes of the Soviet policy. It was difficult to have an Independent 
conception. Some hooks of adae could not he published because they 
oontradidted the recent political tendencies. 

But this was not the worst. Insupportable were the political 
persecutions. 

Ba chapter 1 I Mentioned the name of the greatest Russian ■ 
turkolegiit Sameilovioh who disappeared for ever. He was ny teacher. 

But since 1935 an imnse number of Russian selentlsta were arrested and 
never came be ok. Here I only Mention the nausea of the most pnwainemt 
people I knows . 

| ft} Prof. S* ?. Flatcnoff (the greatest Russian historian), 

|(2) Prof. B.P. Karskii (a famous explorer of Slavonic languages), 

)l3) Brof.V.A,Ibret» (a famous explorer of Ukraine). 

N Rref.A.A*MBller (archaeologist). 



* 



Prof. A. A. Idler (arc h ae ol ogist ). 

Prof.9.A.Tapleukhav " 

ITof # G,Borovka " 

Bxjf^P.fiel strap /ethnologist) 

Brof . B. B. Basadin (the only Buriat scientist). 

B*of . I* Z* Jamtsarano fa great mongelologiat, *y friend). 
Prof.V. A.JCasakevios (a renwrkahla non^alologigt, a y 



• (10). prof.V.A.JCajMk8vios (a remarkable non^alologigt, a y 

, collaborator and intimate friend). 

ftl) Brof.N.A.Nevakii (a remarkable japanist, ny friend) 

I ft2; Die wife of the latter (the daughter of & Japanese professor). 

• i p5) Brof. A. I. Vostrikov (Tihetanist, ay collaborator) and his wife. 

J (14) Krof.B.A.7hsiliev (Chinese language, ny friend). 

I fl5) JVof.lt LThbianaki (Sanskrit , Tibetan).. 
j k l6} Brof . A. H, Eanko (Caucasian languages, ny intimate friend).' 

» n.7) B?of.lLA#®»erjHan (Arabist, ny friend) and bis wife. 

I (18) B.B.Batukbah (teacher of Mongolian, ny collaborator). 

(19) A.V.Burdnkaff ( • - » • ’) 

j (20 ) G» Ifiergaen ! ; • • ■ * « ) 

, 2i XU Zeden* ( " " * " » ) 

.(22) L. Gooboin (ny student, later & good scientist). 

(23) A. Kivalevski (Arabist). 
f2U A.A.Sfctukln (Chinese language). 

(25) P. I.Yorebieff , Rector of the Institute of Oriental languages. 
lLI.Anagiye.ff, Rector of the sane institute. 

* ^27) Pltrat (tjibek scientist and poet). 

^ , (28l Bref. Chebensade (Turkologist, Prof, at the University, Baku). 

(29) P, D«*bl»eff (Buriat poet). 
i (36) Amur Banjul (calauok poet). . % • ' • 

■ ; (31} <3&z£ Alia Itantseeff (Ukbek poet). 

' It ie useless to enumerate the names of all people that were arrested 
and disappeared. I believe I could add net less than 200 names ef people I 
knew. It ie sufficient if I Mention that the Institute of Oriental Studies 
ef the Aoadeny ef Soienoes had 90 scientists in 1935, 28 of them ware arrested 
and disappeared. Use philological faculty had 170 professors and teachers, 

.60 of than disappeared, in 1935 I had 12 collaborators in- ay Mongolian 
department, 6 of .them were arrested and 1 discharged. I was deprived of ay 
collaborators. 

Several of ay relations were arrested too. The first -husband of ay 
sister was arrested and shot. The uncle of ay wife aged 70 was arrested and 
taken ' to Siberia only because he was Manager of a oburoh. The church was 
closed, the priests and he were arrested. The brother ef the godfather of 
ay eldest- sen died in Jail and the godfather ef the other sen was shot. 

fX and ay wife 




I and my wife ware desperate. We' understood nothing and wo lived 
ia a permanent woniy. Wo expected our arrestaddsm every day, we did not 
sloop and watohod all motor oars passing our house In the night. And 
this lasted for weeks, months and years. )fy wife did not hear it, she 
got an apoplexy and was paraliaed. Now she has a paralieed leg and will, 
newer reoower completely. X p rocured potassium cyanide sad was ready to 
oeomlt suicide. 

The only way to get rid of that honor was the emigration. Bat 
how could I escape? t newer was allowed to trowel to Sumps. X obtained 
many Invitations} to FiriUnd ( Centenary of Kalevala), to Turkey, to 
Vienna (Congress of Orientalists) to Heme (Congress), to Ifcris (lectures 
at the University) but I newer obtained a. permission from -the Government, 
and. If I, had a permission ay family would net have it. 1 was allowed to 
travel only "Asiatic countries, controlled by the Soviets and alone 
without qr family. 



Life in USSR was dreadful. But X knew that Germany was but little 
lees' dreadful. X did not believe in the Soviet propaganda but X had, a 
precise Information of ny own. IQr friends told ms. m 1535 Brsf.sSwngea 
(now a professor to the Columbia University) escaped tv on Germany end came 
to Leningrad. . B» told sis dreadful pertlaularitlas of life. In Germany. Be . 

. wished tp work In Russia but soon he understood that Russia was not hotter 
then. Germany^ Besides he was net allowed to stay there and travelled to 
Turkey and from- there to USA. 

X never though that I should oome to Germany. I hated the totalitarian 
systems, the persecution ef other nationalities, the persecution of religion 
etc. S(y wish was to work In a democratic o uuntry . But It was an mnsnnsii 
pliahabla dream an utopia ....... 
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The war began on 22nd June 1941* My family made a trip to our friends in the 
Caucasus six Says before the beginning of the war, I was in LENINGRAD. On July 
6th the Academy of Science was ordered to evacuate the most valuable subjects 
On July 15th It was evident that it was to o lat e - many scientists were ordered 
to leave IENINGRAD, I was sent to the GIIMGCKS who needed a professor of their 
language- On July 25th X left LENINGRAD, r*«ohel the Volga river and travelled 
by steamer to ASTRAKHAN; from there I travelled by lorry to ELISTA (300 miles 
through a desert) , secured uooommodation for ny family, and they dame from the 
Caucasus to KLISTA. I lectured on Russian and CA1MUCK languages at the CA04UCH 
Institute frcm the eijd of August 1941 until May 1942# 

The conditions in ELISTA were difficult and it was not safe because it was 
so near to ROSTOV (only 300 lea) from ELISTA# Another difficulty or danger 
menaced from the Soviet Authorities, In July 1541 the Republic of the V olga 
. Germans was abolished and all Germans (450,000 -people) were deported to SIBERIA# 

The authorities were very suspicious and people having non-Russian names were 
arrested* I am not a 100 per cent German because of my grand- father who ms bom 
in ESTONIA and wda a Bali ^ , German, married an Estonian girl who even did not. 
speak German# But the 4S3*£££hi of all such people was not better, and it is met 
known that afte r the annexation of ESTONIA in 1540, more than 40,000 Estonians 
were exiled to SIBERIA, Fortunately, In ny papers my nationality was indicated 
as being "Russian” I was under suspicion and was called by the police twice 
during 1941- 

In ELISTA, I taught and I wrote paragraphs of patriotic contents in the 
newspaper "Loninskii put” ("Leninist Road”), These were anti-German paragraphs* 

In A 1942 I understood that we were not safe in ELISTA because the Germans 
were near ROSTOV and it was evident that they would come to ELISTA# I did not 
want to live in a country tinder German rule. My reasons were the followings 

1# I disagreed with the Nazis. 

2# My anti-Nazi pamphlets and paragraphs published* in 
ELISTA could be dangerous- for mo if I remained in 
the country Where they were published* 

3- I Aid not . want to collaborate with the Germans because 
a collaboration would be a treachery against \tl» 

Russian pAbple, • ,\\ 

Nevertheless, if I would not collaborate, the. Soviets 
would be extremely suspicious towards all people who had * 
lived in a country temporarily conquered by the Germans* 

I wished to avoid the Germans* 

NOTE; * In. all questionnaires since 1921 till the war there was a question 

”Did you live in a country invaded during the oiyil war by the 
White Army or by the Allies. ”? People who lad lived in 1918 - 20' 
in Crimea or * in other countries under the rule of White authorities 
or BritishrAmerioan authorities (Arkhangel) were under suspicion f 

.and many of them were arrested* / ' ;i 

- In June 1942 I tried .to travel to TASHKENT in TURKESTAN and to join an 
Institute of the Academy of Science* But there was no comnunicatlon from ELISTA 
to ASTRAKHAN; there were no motor oars and it was impossible to cross the desert# 

In the first days of July 1942 I decided to travel to TASHKENT by railway till ’ 

BAKU and from there by steamer to KRASN0VDBSK and then again by train* ELISTA 

is situated 90 miles from the- Caucasian railway. I reached the railway but there . 

was & complete ch&oq - no regular ccnmunication, thousands of fugitives retreating 

troops etc# With many difficulties we reached the station Mevinno-Uysskaya 

(400 km from ELISTA) and there we understood that the continuation of tfo travel •• ; .*! 

was, impossible# I remembered that 60 or 70 miles from that station was an 

Institute in the* town af MUC0XAN SHAKHAR in the Caratohai region, far away in the 

mountains* That place seemed to be safe because it was difficult to suppose 

that the Germans could come there* Besides I knew the manager of that institute, . 

Be hadietarited me many months ago. :•*! 

We reached MEKDXAN SHAKHAR. Two or three days later ROSTOV was occupied I 




/ 



by the Gerirena. The situation grew grave but nobody supposed that M3X0YAN 
SHAXHUl could be menaced* I was employed at the In stitute as professor and 
Caratohai languages. 

The news from the front was bad. The German army advanced rapidly and the 
Russian 9th aid 37th armies retreated in extreme disorder. Suddenly on August 
15th tile* Soviet authorities ordered an evacuation of lUKOIAff SHAKHAR, but on 
| August 18th there arose a revolt of the Caucasian natives. The Soviets left the 
town. X went to- the Consnander of the Russian garrison and begged him to take us 
away, but he answered that he had but one motor oar ana no more. He left ifce 
town, but three hours later his Corpse was found in the wood 10 miles from the town. 
He and his companions were attacked by the Caucasians and lost their lives. 

/ It was impossible to escape. All Caucasians (Car&tobais, Circassians, 

Balcara etc) and many Russian 00s sacks revolted. The forests and the valleys 
in the mountains were overcrowded by the re volte re. The local population 
dem o l ished the Institute, one library, the house of the Communist party. All people 
who tried to escape were caught and killed. It was a dreadful anarchy and the ] 

Germans advanced and advanced. Finally, on August 20th or 25th (X do sot remember) I 
the first German troops entered the town. They made a rather good impression j 

because they were polite and well disciplined. The local population greeted them /.; 
ardently and after a week of occupation the Caucasians and Coeaaoks established *•> 
several volunteer units and fought against the remainder of the Soviet troops 
in the mountains. 

% situation was desperate; I had no mousy and had very few objects that I 
could sell, fortunately, the harvest came and the farmers needed workers. My 
eldest son works. d at a farm and got potatoes and com for his work. We sold & 
watch and a gpwn anl so we were able to exist buying potatoes on the black-market. 

On September 10th or 15th, I was called by the Russian bur gome is ter who asked 
me to gp with him and a Germaj^.Oberstatsarzt" to the hospital where 3,000 slok 
children (evacuated from the Crimea) were starving. We went to the hospital and 
the Qfe%x«bfcttturSt (i aid not know his name) ordered to give the hospital rations 
from the German army stock. I was glad that X had to translate this order into • 
Russian. The Oberotatsamt asked me who X was and I told him. He advised me to 
travel to KISLOVODSK (a town 70 miles frcm M3K0XAN) because life there was better. 

I travelled with my ftunily to KISLOTODSK. There were ' 2,000. evacuated scientists 
and among them some friends of mine. The German Commander ordered the Russian 
Bur gome inter of KISLOVODSK to support those scientists and the latter got potatoes 
and bread from the Bur game inter and 1,000 Roubles a month (each so lent 1st) 
from the town hall. This was a big relief for the scientists. We did not work, 
obtained 1,000 Roubles a rehth and some food. Xn general the German behaved 
decently in tbs Caucasus, perhaps, because population was very friendly to them . , 

Once in September 1542, X was called by the Bur gome ister (a native) who said to me 
’ that there were people interested in -the history and ethnology of the Caucasian 
people "- Russian scientists evacuated from other towns, natives and German officers 
who had no idea of the Caucasus. Be said I. was the only specialist with the first- 
hand knowledge and my duly was to help. X considered this proposal and as X did „ 
not see a kind of collaboration with the Germans in such lectures, I agreed. Two 
lectures took place and as German officers were present, X had to translate my 
lectures. 

Soon an officer of the "Ortskommandantur " visited me and proposed tq write 
short descriptions of all tribes in the Caucasus (their history, origin, customs, 
trades etc) adding: "You know the people here are very kind to us and wo and we do 
not want to m a k e mistakes in our behaviour towards them; it is dreadful, wo have 
no idea of the people here.” I wrote a description of the Caratchais, Circassia n s, 
Baloara, Kabar dines and Ossetes and mentioned the so-called 'Mountain Jews” too. 

X often asked myself whether 1 it was good of me that X accepted that proposal, ms 
it a collaboration?. But on the other side the knowledge of the history and 
customs scarcely could be a contribution to the war potential of Nazi-Gernany, and 
perhaps, if the Germans would treat the natives as sub-human beings ( tt flatsrinensc1aen tt ) 
It would not be good for tl* population. Perhaps I was xwt wrong writing those 
descriptions because the Germans would be more decent towards people possessing 
an ancient Mohammedan culture if they (i.o. the Germans) would knew them and their 
history. 

In the last days of October 1942 the German troops occupied the town of jC 






. Naltchik (120 bn frc*n KISLOVODSK) • On Ifovemben 12th or 15th I suddenly was 
ordered to accompany an officer of S3 to Naltohik and to help him because different 
, complicated national questions arose* Of course I was worried because X did not 
know what the German intended to do and what X had to do there , but the question 
turned out to be a simple one. In Naltohik there was a colony of the "Mountain 
Jews' 1 . The Germans who had billed all Jews learned that their lived 3,000 
Mountain Jews* The first step of the Germans was that they ordered to close all 
Mountain Jewish shops and ordered them to pay on immense contribution. The 
Mountain Jews protested and claimed to be no Jews and were supported by other 
natives* The SS officer possessed a book, "JDer Xaukaaus" published by the 
Wannsee-Institut but there was no mentioned of those Jews* He showed me the book* 

It was rather a good one and contained few mistakes* Of course it was very 
tendentious and written in a strong Nasi spirit* 

T he "M ountain Jews" or the Tat are an Ira nian tribe. They left Persia 
in the VUIth oentury. They speak a Persian dialect and live like other 
Caucasians* Bat they confess the Jewish religion. Nevertheless they possessed 
all rights under the. Oaar. They were allured to settle in every country and 
possessed the right to be in state service* This circumstance was very important* 

X explained tto Germane the origin of the Tat and X wrote a description of that 
people* The S3 men wished to see those Tat and I told the "Mountain Jews" that 
they had to make a good impression* The Jews arranged a festival with national 
dancing* The Germans liked them and allowed them to continue their trades* The 
payment of the contribution was withdrawn. The Tat obtained all rights* Of course, 
they were very happy* I waa satisfied that X was able to help them because after 
eloeing their shops apd after the payment of attributions they certainly would 
have been shot like all Jews in Hkrainia. But my situation got more difficult: 

The "Mountain Jews" told everyone that I had helped them by saying "that this 
professor is a man with influence", even the Germans obey him". Scarcely such 
a reputation could be favourable for me if the Soviets would come back. They 
would not estimate my efforts for the sake of humanity but they would call me a 
collaborator of the Germans. And 1 decided to leave Russia. 

Of course it is a tragedy. A man who committed no crimes, who tried to help * 
his compatriots, his follow-citizens, who saved (perhaps, X saved them indeed). 

3,000 Mountain Jews had to go to the country of the enemies', to lose his friends 
and his scientific career (a splendid career) • After all X want to ask: Does a 

Justice exist? 

In. the end of December the Germans began the evacuation of the Caucasus* . 

X Joined them and I was transferred together witti. 2,000 other fugitives, (Russians, 

’ C aucas ians, Cossacks etc) to Dkrainia* The travel was extremely difficult, 

1h were people in a cattle waggon without heating. It wa3 very cold ‘(20 below 
, zero Cq& Sh&s 1) . On Sbbruary 3rd we arrived in NIKOPOL and lived there with other 
fugitirSjwpHtill March 23rd 1943* Prom NIKOPOL wo came to EK)7 (ieMHKRG) '] 
in POLfflK We arrived there on April 2nd or 3rd. The scientists who had travelled 
with us I and ny family were placed in an hotel* We were told that we could 
be employed in Germany according to n our specialities* I wrote to the universities 
in Berlin, Leipzig^ .Frankfurt and Gottingen, but I got no answer* The situation / 
of other people. was not better because nobody needed professors of Russian literature 
or Psychology. ‘ Penally we were vidited by the Chief of the SS and SD of the ‘district 
I£MBB3G^berfuhrednoffmeyer» Hie promised to do something and advised me to apply 
to the wnnsee-Xhstitut in Berlin. His name was known to me because X had read 
the book, "Der Kaukasus* published by that institute* I had no idea whoso * 
institute it was and thought it was a kind of geographical institute* \ BOPEMSYER • 
gpve me a letter to the manager of the institute and I travelled to Berlin without 
jgj; family. Tljere I found the institute, I was introduced to the manager ^Professor) 
(JuCTMBTFH\T. and he said to me that X could be employed. I wrote an application 
And aaoetty statements in a questionnaire and travelled back to I2MBESG. This was 
in May 1943* In the last days of May 1943 I travelled to Berlin with W family. 

I had no accommodation and Professor ACHMRTBLX informed mo that X could be placed 
in the HotelBory (KurfSistendaam) « later, I rented two rooms in a private family* 

Ify work at the TOmnsee^Institute commenced in June 1943* Soon I learned ' 

that it belonged to the Amt fl of the Reiohs aioherheitaamt* I was invited to the 
A jjt VI to S^peb^oiriftita^r Grafe and I^yas introduced to Itry foNGELHAUfT * Dr. 

Dr.fTEBO , Ikt rwBIHRAUCH and DfT^ S&NDBACK* They asked me questions about 
my former life and work and said to me that X must not tell other people. that I- was t 
working at the TCarmseo-Inatitute . I was in the Amt VI twice or thrice because . 
different formalities had to be made: wages, questions etc. The roam I had rented 
in a family house was expensive, 225 EM K a month* Tbs r ©fore the Amt VI promised to^(^ 



' pay me HMK 6C0. In the Institute I wrote a paper about the Soviet policy • ! 

towards the nationalities*, another on "The high schools of USSR" and acmaenoed 
a hook, "The population of Siberia" (statistics, origin, nationalities, history 
etc)#. But in September 1943 the flhnnsee-Institute was evacuated to SCHIOB 
Plankanwarth near Gras in stdiextnerk (Austria)* The evacuation lasted for many 
weeks and still in February 1544 the institute was unable to work because the 
library was in disorder and there was no wateiLsupply etc*. I re mai ned in Berlin * 
and in November 1943 I was called byVJProfeasor yappOMAI. manager of the Oat-Asien?- 
Institute, who told me that Professor G. von Mftmaorthe Oatminiaterium wished 
to nmet me* I went to him and he proposed me to lecture on Mongolian and 
TurJdo at the University Berlin* I was very glad and agreed, I was employed at 
the Ans tandswis a ens chaff liohe Jhkultat" as teaoher ( "sprach-Iehrbeauftragter ") 
with a salary of 200 MC* 

On Nov. 22rd 1943 ay house was destroyed by the Allied Air Force. I' ! 

travelled to Flansciemrarth, recovered there from the recent events r lived 
there one mongfa, did not work but obtained my salary* In January 1944 I caifle 
hack to Berlin* I visited Professor DONAT and asked him to help me get rid of 
the WAnnsee-Inatituta. He phoned to fcrjr ft R A1TKBT . the chief of tbs Beichstiftung Mr 
Iander sHunds ", the immediate chief or- the Tfcmseewhs titute and Oat-Asien-Inatitute 
I was allowed to work at the Osttsien^ Institute* There I was working from January 
1944 bill March 1945* In July 1944 the O^t-As ion-institute was evacuated 
to Marienbad (Chechoslovakia) and I follced it* 



In the Osb-As iex^Ins titute I wrote a book, "Mongolia" ( a general description 
of the country) and 2 short papers *Panturanism" and "Psychology of the Mongols". 

I the Ost-AsienOIhatitute. Professor ‘DONAT who. was a Jew ( was a me mber — 

of the NSDAP and worked at the Foreign Office. Though a member of the party 
he behaved not like a Nazi* Be told me of the coming collapse of ' Germany and 
promised n» money that I could exist after the collapse* and he and" some of his' 
collaborators were sure that I could bo employed after the war by the Allies* 

Sis secretary* 



(Mr^ fertmam 
; In prison h ecau 




*ly 

'flVZhliK ; 



_ _ was An Anti-Nazi* His collaborator v 

sat In prison b ecause he spoke against the Nazis and the libferian Mr, 
son of a pastor in Bavaria, once said to me "Geanben Sic dea^dieser# 0 
Mist noch lango halfen wird"? (It was In February 1945) ** A girl ,(M r i 
listened to tbs BBC every evening* She msjfonounoed by the Gesohi 
of the Institute KRADSB. T 1» reaction was that Mr. DONAT discharged the 

denounce or who was sent to the TCoimsee-Inatituto , and DONAT, himself went to the 
Gestapo Marienbad, and suppressed that affair. The girl was given her wireless 
and she remained in the Institute* Though the Institute belonged to the Amt VI : 
it was not a Nazi-Institute and the people there were decent. 

After March- 1945 we Aid not work because it was useless and nobody controlled 



• In May 1945 Marienbad was occupied by the American troops. On May 9th 1945 ^ 

• left Marienbad and went on foot to BAMHEBG in Bavaria and from there I travelled 
by train in the British Zone where I had friends* My- wife was unable to go on' fofot. 
She remained in Marienbad in a hospital, was evacuated to Berlin and came from 
Berlin to us* 

■ gince March 1945 I did not work. * 

XU 

v Peoplo I know 



I know many people in Russia and In other countries* - it would be difficult 
to enumerate -them* Therefore I shall enumerate people of Importance only* 

•* . 

A. People in Russia 

t ; , 

I know many people in Russia, in the first place scientists* 

(a) Scientists* 1 • 

Texeev, Vasili^ MIKHAILOVICH, member of the Ac* of Sciences* 

(Chinese language and literature) 



'■’H' 

. . .* /• .. -,*r> 

qarA n njtov/ AXe^l'P^taiwibh, neafrer of the- Ao^jof 'So 

BoriayaJc, Alexei ^laxlorioh, . voribos of the Ac* of So* . (Geology);;*, 

‘Volgin, V.P. Vice-chairman of the Ac. pf So* (Marxist philosophy)* 

CtolCDv, B.D.'menfcer of tho Ac* of So. (HUto^y) also neMbor of .tho 
' • Pao-Slavonic Congress ‘in Belgrad : 

Dsraarln, B.S. of tho Ao* of So* (Slavonic languages) , , 

-v. ‘ * ■ • 

jfoffo, A*P»H^ of tho Ac* of So* (Physios). 

• * * .** -■ * • • •. . - .. ’ . ■ <t ; 

ji.IT.Mc of the Ac*: of Sc* (matheaktica, ship-huiidiiig). ' 



Heeoaninov. I*'I*H* of too Ac* of So* ' (linguistics) 



Iftu^dtolihvitxi . ft.l. Chairskn of tho Georgia^ Aood.af Sc> (atamio^phya^ 



Obruyri 8«P*M«, of tho Ac*, of . So* (Slavonic langtagos) 



Obs^ev/T.iu H; of the Ac* of -So (Geology) 



Orbeli, J.A* Chairnvan pf the Armenian Ac. of Sc* (archaeolo^: - 



Polyhbv, B.B.M* of tho ’.Ac 1 * of’^o. (GOciolcr) 



T.V. Mi ; of th® Ac* . ctf : Sc* ; (Bg^tplcgy) 



JtoW, 1 ‘ ; Awj 5* . M. of ; tho Ap* pf .Sc* (Geology) 

t&I&r'. ' >. -.V • . • . ■ • 



^ S* ic 7,pf t'tho Ao* - Off: So* . (doo^phy) 

JUA* X. * of 'the Ao* of '‘Soi* (Geography) 

• . y v-jv-v . : •: : - 

Professor 






(Bus Sian 



socager o£ tho Institute \ at jBthnofo j&/< 






(Mh^ibise) 






?ljWl 

t 4 .- jiTiiV-.Vv.6WS 
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• . • ■ . . .. ■ ^ •/ 

: LoWdev# Pollan .i, P^X> Mexdber.of S$> (Russian * ^oratui’e),' *. > 

.Orlov, A, 3, Member of Ao. of So# (Huaflian literature) 

PiksAnov, N,K. Member of Ao# of So* (Russian literature) 
Raokovakii, I.P.(Pro f ^Geology of Mongolia and Siberia) 
Serebrovskii/ A* S. (Prof #J (Zoology) 

Telstvi, X.I. (Prof?) (Greek and Homan philology) 

Usarov, K.A. Secretary of the Anti-Religious Museum in Leningrad# 
Prantaov, J.P^Prof^) Manager of the Anti-Religious Museum# • 

• 3oerba, I^V.fprof^lingtti-tica, 

, - . 

. * Jakpylew, N#E. ^Prof *J ( Caucasian languages) 

S^narev# V*P. ^ro^ ( Rom an, philology) 

Sanseetf/ G*D.^Prof^ (Mongolian language) in Moscow*’ 

Xhcttaldiin, K#K. ^rof.'j (Turkio languages)* " * • . 

> Ltai triyev, N*K# (Prof i ( " n ) n * +. 

Kononov, A#P.(Prof S > ( n ” ) 

* Vk /y * 

• Borovkuy, A*K#(prof#\ ( ” * \ 

• . . V 

Figplevskaya, ' N# V# of J (Syrian) 

RifTln A#P,^Frof^ (linguistics) 

TGernstedt, P.v/ Prof^) (Anoiont philogy) 

‘ >* ' V \V 

Ihragunoy. A.A.^Frof.) (Chinese) 

Konrad, N#i# jprof.^K Japanese) 

Freimann, A# A# ^Prof w (Persian) 



: ** 



In LENINGRAD,, 
in n 






x - v W 1 

Political workers and members of the Government. 












X know the above mentioned people^tell# 

(#) 

/•'XftTisatbev, I. Secretary of the Conanunist Party in the Calmuok regioiy 
- Ka^tkin/. . H.Seoretary of the same# 

Nasunov, • HI _ ” , 

Orlov, Jal Darbakovic, Chief of .the propaganda department of the same# 
Qar^yayev, N.L. Prime Minister of the Calmuck Government# 
v>Xaipanbv, X; Secretary of the Conn# Paurty in the Caraohai region#-. 

, . • * * * ' *v , j, ’* . '* ' . ... 

the Buriat Repuhlior 



• ... 



... * 

. 

4. If* 






..S&'fe 



v ;■ -i-t'- . 






4 ^;J^<»ejtoy ‘ of the) CcnnuParty in the Buriat Republic* ^ * 'SNBt 

tbeBed Amy:#^. 4* 4 * *• 

• > - 0. • I#/General-Colonel) of the^Red Armv, Inspector, of the ’ oCvailry# : 

: .v ; . L v *'••',■ ’ ^V ^‘" -^1 

I# 'Menfcer of the Ac. of Soience, Chairman of the Academy, men&e^^^^^S 
??V.J ■rffilrsx/ •' ;. of 'the ■ High ;SpvA6t of tjssr. 




. 7 12. Bel*sayev, G.fl*- Minister of education of the Buriat Republic. . 

^ 1J, Sangp-Jiev, P.D. Minister of education of the Calpuok Republic* 

\JL4* Xhabaev, M.P. Former Minister of education of the Buriat Rep. 

i : *. 

j * B. People in MONGOLIA.. 

i ; 1* ( Marshal) Choibalsan, the dictator of Mongolia., Prime Minister, War 

^ Minister and Foreign Minister. 

. . \ * . * . . 
i 2. Damdin.Stirun, Secretary of the Scientific Comalt tee. 

SLJ~- 1 

3. Trusov, A. A. Chief of the Commerce department of the Russian Embassy. 

. •( 4. , Rigsino, B. Sovietio Consul in Mongolia. 

V 5.- , Mikhailov, Chief of the Press department of the Soviet Embassy in 

Mongolia, 

0, People in MAKJURIA 

' \ 1. McrSei, former agent of General Pen yue ha ion worked against the 

'• ■ Soviets,' was connected with Japan. 

• . V ) ' 

.. Fu Ming Tai, another agent. ' 

l?* \ V'3... Altan Bata another agent. ’ 

: ‘S®** (an agent) 

^ These people are Dagoors and taught me their language. 

V-2SF ■* D. People in CHINA. - 

'■ * — • — ! 

S i. . Petrov, A. A. secretary of the Soviet Embassy in Wanking. 

!* . : * : 

: . Antoine. Sfoataert, Prof. Catholic Miasianary in Pei-Ping. 

,.1.3.; .^ A* do Staedt, Catholic Missionary in Peir-Ping, 

B. People in FINLAND. 



Bw h 3U' ■ 



i fiSA*/ 






1* ' GyF. auMtedt,(ptaf.) (Helsinki) 

feTg; V. V • Ra sanen Prof 1 (’*"). 

gb»ha,fPrcf) C 

v linguistics. 

; : AiD. Sudnev* pof/\ . ( ■ ■ * )' 

A.'-LehtisaJo, ^raf^ ( . 9 ") 

F. People in SWEDEN 

\; v (3ucp^^ iPfcaf \xf Turkic (Upsala) ... 

^rof\of Turkio in Lund., 

. . ^ People inMEOKK . ■ 

: ^Pro^bf Turkic (Copenhagen) 

_ / /tv _ . -ma j Atr > 



(Kbpoihagen) 
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>H. People 'in Enteland. ' 

Hhiounj^Profi of Ohinesa (Canibridga) 

Dr.. E. Lindgron, Ethnology (Cambridge) 

Boyanua, S.K^ Prof dp Russian (London) 

$ . \ , 

Karl Mongo/./’ Prof ./ of - Slavonic and Turkic languages, - 
(Columbia TJhiveraity) & good friend of mine, 

S.G* BliBeyev,^Prof jot J apanesa at the Harvard University. 

(t» Roerick, Tibetan art (a son of the fanout painter). 

Owen Iattimore. university Baltimore. 

Km People in Germany. 

j / .1. . ^Pro^Erioh Haeniach, Chinese language, Phiv.. Munich. 

2. (Dt^V., Gafcain, Turkic languages,. Ufcdv. Munich. 

(M^ H. Sohaeder, Prof of Iranian languages, Uhiv. Gottingen* 

§^' • m { PrafVspuhler , history of AqIa, Uhiv. Gottihgen. 

jfBw * ’V • - / 

V Roller, Prof of Chinese, Sanskrit and Tibetan (Leipzig). 

I (^Profj Wolf, Hector of the University* Hamburg. 

% ■ / 7*V f Dr) A*T# Unkrig, China Institute of the Univ. Pranifurt. . ■./ 

*"*. ’ . 

■' -f 8*= iPrafjM* Vosmer, Slavonia languages, Univ. Berlin. 

mtfv ■ \ . • 

9*. £ Profy Hamming, Japenese-, Univ. Berlin. 

XOv ^Praf^ Gy Jaschke, Turkic University, Berlin. 

Hi £ Pro^ O.Banaen, Iranian- languages, Univ. Berlin. 

12. ' (ProA Scheel, secretary of the Peutaohe Morgenlanflescho GeaelXaoha|^i^^ t ^^j^ 
13*: {;Pr<^f} W. Donat, Japenese, Former director of the Oa t-As ie n^lna t ithtc . 

collaborator of that institute. 
iS**.! ~X l^aer, Japanese * # " * n 

16. f Prof) JCruger (Geography) Former coll. of .the Ost-As.Int. 












mi :JL7*^ /^Mrs.) B. . Hartmann, secretary of that Institute. 



r ,., r \ .... 

^18*. . r Dr *j ^Joohnia (Dutch)* former coll, of that institute.. 

. ^ 

* collaborator * * 



tel 



Prof J Achaneteli, .former director of the Wanna ee J Imitituta. 

Angaborg 

%? ■ v 'VH >•. ‘ . 

Masselblatt 






"V-' , ;• ' . • ■ >*v^'4} 

1 * • ' Seor^tauty • 

U. TCLnlnfeldt. , • colla.'bors.'top - . it . • :'f "* 

..II* * '*♦>.% *i •■* * '■ - . V*- \ ' ** ■ . ■ * ♦ •• ? T.'*'-’* ■ ** * ‘ . . . • ■ * ■ ‘ ! v * 1 " 



. >. 5^52 

V . i-rV'’*-" 

* * ■/ /f; 1 ;! 

* * * • 






1 - > ." 1 w. i.t*i .. #i| i ^p. 
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^ 27* • 1 Dr) Krallert, Chief of the Beisfywtiftung furling srtoando 
' *'* ( I mat him twice). . 



,28. 






Paulson 




29. | Df} Mengelhaupt 



.( Vrl Weihranoh 



\. 



/3a 

31 # \Xtoi 120 
32^. ti Stendle 

33. ^Dr) Handraok 

34. ' TQ ingffora. , 
35« ^Dr^) Teioh. 



of the same ( I met him twioe) • 



of the Amt VI, I met them twioe or thrice* 



) 



■:*ri 



MV PRoXStT . 

•1 •• ; * , .. 

f Bveiyono , has his fcrokcta,’ aims and hopes, without them life is useless. 

. ' , /’I hpvp ■ projects top. % wish was always working in aflfcee democratic state' v 

because I ', learned what it means to work in totalitarian ccimtries; I know 
/^tirb tolitari*n states *nd this is fufficient. , and I hope* that my, Wish • will 
. hje^asooBPl lshnd because X am m^rathaf wanted as a scientist in certain houndbris^^i: 1 
' -v V-. j ■;.■• •. ‘ .. . • •' A 

•»/ ’■ • p r inci p al wish Is wciki^- an- 1 the * theoretical s^^ . 

domliiifoas linguist, philologist, as lecturer at a and as 

• at; a reaea roh institute* But X understand.’ that practical tup fr are . soaetiabe /; 
more interesting for the government. is ahowh above, I wartodab a. sotentiat, 
as; a prafeaspr at the ttoiversity and performed praotioal tmsJgi for the Sowist 
C^reigoagt. Therefore X ask why oarmbt 1 bo used as explorer, as teacher dr 



: -as; a prafeasps at the ttaiversity and performed praotioal tmsJQi far^ tbs'- Soviet - 
/ i GcArernmeht. Therefore Xaakwby canhbt X be used as expldrer/aateaaheror 
V ;; /fans : * pvmo^oal worker • in'. a democratic cbunfcapj? Xam sure I cah be used ahd '* 

’-v ;Wy advantage is that' neither in America nor in, Bagland are people blowing. the 

■ , countries /X, know a* well as I know them. i%r first-haM knowledge ofthose ...-• *> . ^ //i 

: -V ' ' Countrfss’ * is mare profound thesl the knowledge ss by explerers>whe' r .^ade / ; A 

or central Asia fhr/1 - 2 moh^rWitho^ -ioio^edj^vc^/t&e^ f" ...V-i’q 

tbie- natives and sometimes even without knowledge of ^tlm Bossiah . ; ^ 

•'But; I-. lien# there and 'as a’foiher Soviet oijfcjsen X washable 
'fWeiiflacnd nevbr had sees. ‘ Therefore X reckon I could wwdc in A . 
oou ht gr adacre the sciences X reprosent have never /bdon represexttody- c '>^^ 

>r '££oK‘ j__ _4 i*_ _ ' j_L - ... l 



‘an Important roXd . ih,!-;:;/'-. 



^•2 '•Asia* m^uit"bd interested in sy sciences. Jbr instanbe^^idie 'kabss ; th»'/ -v:.^..^V 

. i / XangoaBSS, of tha Mongolian and Ttoigosian tribes in England and America? ' Ww/ / 
•ifl^lm^.'Sere- -.a. f irst^Jmad toerlod®a of ail eenditienm in ^Siberia, Mon*6liA r 
^ / J/^iubd/ ftjfoltfaiijE? %'Ibksi •there ^ ihel CiKnbssus?. Bohody J • . » ■•' ‘ ; 

.•*'■. Bore X.name some soiehtifio aoestisns I want to work <mz ’•* . 






Bore I name some soiehtif lo questions X want to work on: 
X _ Tbeoge^eal Tas^ 



,..J» ■ \ 

A :/•' 



Script Moncillan. ; 
Khaliha x “ 

Buriat ' 

v Inner lilonqad iSn , 



■ v . ' . •♦ ■rV> A ;^ 

. ■ • .■ /: > Vc *-r^ 
' -C;j£ 



; fihnjc^ < 







m -r . . u-r;,--;.-;;: r ; r-> >. ,/ - " /yo. v: ... > . i 

fe f S£*:"o im&pa^iwe perdnoar"^ 'of ,-iaie Hoti jp7 ian y ; Turkio> 




kcmommsssam 



I belong rather to well-known scientists and was elected member 
of many scientific scoietie • ( s. VII ) • Da the last tine the Cambridge 
University In Haglsnd forwarded the following letter to the Foreign 
Office i 



■The undersigned recently learned that the well-known linguistic 
scholar, Professor N.N# Jbpp© was residing in the British Boos of 
Germany. 

We wish to state that, with respect to the large group of 
Altaic languages in Central Asia, he is either ene of the waxy fa# 1 
outstanding authorities la the world, or tbo sola authority kneinto ns. 

- Specifically, there la ne ana with a ku»wlodg* of the znsserous diala at s 
of Mangel and Tongue which approaches that of H,if.Poppe, sad he Is also 
familiar with a Barter ef little-known Turkic languages. Altaic studies 
have newer developed in this country, nor indeed flourished axyrtere 
outside Russia, Finland, and to sons extent Germanyi ah area which 
cooprisos an important part of the f earner C hinese colonial ©aspire and * 
the nea-Qlevenio popula ti o n s of the Eastern USSR, sad is ef vital 
interest 'to .sinologists, turcologiwts and others has remained un- 
represented. 



It would .he of the greatest inportanee to have available an 
expert with flrirt-feand knowledge of these languages and civilisations, 
who, would he prepared to train students, and to catalogue and read v 
valuable documents which are now inaccessible to scholarship. Fa would 
therefore Welcome any steps which could be taken to make it possible for 
’ Brefeaser T^rcpe to omne to Great Britain and engage*. In acSdenjo^ajad 
zg ssarc h WMkJier©". ’ 



This letter is signed by Rnefeaaor Briley, Prof# Bsloun, Dr. Hill, 
Dr. Lindgxen, Sir E. Minas, Prof. Mode of Cambridge^ Sir J. Pratt, 

Dr. Simon and Ides Wingate of London, Prof. Gibb and Mr. Hudson of 
Oxford. 



In his letter of Aug. 19th ISM, Dref.X. Manges (Columbia 
jtaiweraity in the City of New Took) wrote me* "Today l ft-. Mortimer^ares,.. 
tbs Secretory of the American Council of learned Societies, was by 
efcaao* hare at this University and looked me up in ny office# Hi knew . 
about you, and had hoard where you are. X discussed your case with him 
minutely, and he said, at the beginning of cur discussion "Tea, we oust 
have a Msngolist In this country*. I remember, that some years age, when 
I saw him in hid Washington office, he showed me a sorter of your works, 
some of which he bad translated into English and it seemed, quite well. " 

Thus even the recent judgements of learned people in Great Britain,* 
and USA acknowledge me a qualified specialist in my dominion. 



Nicholas Popp©. 



P.S. I know that nobody has any doubt concerning me as scientist and 
that the difficulties are of political kind. But are they invincible? 

Why must a* scientist praised by his feUow-solentists live in desperate 
conditions without any prospects that he will be -allowed to continue his 
useful scientific work? . Is he a criminal, a murderer, a collaborator of 
the Basis? Did he kill or rob? On the contrary, himself living in a 
desperate condition in the Caucasus while other people robbed former 
Soviet p ropert y he helped those Mountain Jews without any reward and not 
requiring any reward. In all other countries, in Prance or in Belgium etc. 
a man who helped his fellew-oitiaena during the German occupation would have 



been proclaimed a national hero. 



/But I am 








L 

' i 

But t an called a traitor, a war cr im i n a l and I am refused to work In 

any country not only aa specialist on ny scientific subjects but wren 

as teacher on other subjects familiar to me. I oust lire in hiding as. 

if I were an escaped original . Is there any justice, I mean 

justice? *hy people who had plotted against the lire* of the Oars and 

their Ministers were allowed to lire epenly in Swi tar land and in ether 

countries?, flhy people who disagreed with the Nazis were given shelter 

in all eo u ntrles? Or are there two justices, cne concerning axrderers 

of- the Oars and another oonoeming fugitives from Hus sis? IS justice 

a Janus-faced being? « 

If the political difficulties in ny ease are too big and I can j 

by ns means be employed as professor well I should be glad to get a ■ . j 

• modest job of teacher at a school of languages and lecture on Russian and J 

, change ay name. But of course this must be in a country where I oeuld . 
lire with sy family In safety, m ay free time I could at least read 
scientific books and write on subjects familiar to me promising net to 
publish them in ny lifetime in ardor not. to di s o les # ny living in another 
countr y under a cover name. • I am not entitled to require anything, I 
merely ask for pity, ^present life is a mental torture because I bars 
no prospect and if I published ay memoirs future scientist a would, not 
understand hew it could be possible that nothing could be done for me. 

I am sure ay* .persecutors would not find or discover me if I got a job as 
modest teacher on Russian at an unknown provincial school, they would ' 14 

expect me to be a professor at a diversity where ay right place is because ’ 

it does not pay to leave his country and to lose his brilliant scientific -.<• 

career in order to become a teacher. Nevertheless I should be satisfied . '%] 
with this. I should be content even with the job of an ordinary worker £ 

act a museum, cleaning, watching visitors, preventing theft, or T could 
work at a library, even at a workshop of a museum where ancient objects - f* 

ere restored, cleaned, photographed etc. because I had to deal with such 
‘matters* and it is not possible that the world is so small that there is . .v 

nowhere a plaoe far me. 

people speak mich about the misery of the fugitives and displaced 
^persona, about the conditions in totalitarian states but little is done. 

case is an exceptional one and in exceptional oases but \ ;j 

exceptional measures can be taken. Thousands of people are employed in ^ 

secret jebs in all countries. Nobody knows anything about them, even their \ : ^j 

original names are unknown to their feller-citizens, I do not ask for a • 
secret job, I merely ask for any job and discretion concerning ny past. * * J 

But this must be anywhere in the British Commonwealth or America because 1 

sooner or later I can be recognised here despite af all precautions. . 




0.0 P Y 



EOFBSSOR NIKOLAI hiKDL 



Born in Foochow, China on 0th August, 1097 of Russian parents of 
Gorman origin, his father Being the Osar lot Consul in Foochow. 



His wife, firau Natalis 
acts as his librarian. 



)FFS, is a cripple now 



3# He has two sons - Jn|H[nMfT?n f 

(») Vall^TOPES, Clu Velio POOP - aged 2o7ai^T tt T ^^*^ J 
Dhivorsity, Haulier Struse 19, MUNICH - no* 'bellered to be 
in difficulties since UNRRA refused to continue to wfwtMn him. 

(b) Nleholi^OreB, alia* Nlgol POOP - aged Ifl, Uriog at 14 

Stuttgart Zuffenhauaen Bohensteiaaobule Huss inches Gymnasium - 
also understood to be in difficulties since he cannot obtain 
the support of the American authorities for entrance to a 
German University, and is also without funds. 

it* After studying Ethnology at St. Petersburg University, POPPS became 
the world authority on MONGOLIA and the Mong o lian languages. He is 
the greatest living autho rity on the CAIMDCX RKHTOIC and its language, 
and of the MONt&WOTGtl^ group of languages* 

5 . He became a corresponding member of the SOVIET ACADEMY OP SCIENCES, 
and until June*, 1941 was a' Professor in the INSTITUTE OP QRIENCAL 
STUDIES at leningrad University. 

6 . In July, 1941 he -neat to EYLSTA, capital of the Calmuch Re public, where 
he worked as a Professor until August, 1942. Moved from there when the 
German approached to MIKOYAN-SHAKHAR (Caucasus). This place was over-run 
by the Germans on 15 th August, 1942. 

7. During the period of Gerratn occupation, he acted as an’ interpreter or 
intermediary between the Germans and the local population. (This is 
now the subject of a charge by the Russians indicting him as a Wfcr 

„ Criminal and/or Traitor). Claims during this period to have influenced 
the Germs’”- to exercise moderation in their occupation, and in particular 
to # have t . . .nted the massacre of a tribe of .Mountain Jews. , 

8 * Pled from the Caucasus, when the Russians approached, to the W Q st and 
until March 1943, lived in NIKOPOL. When the Red Army threatened this 
place, he moved to LTCU.7 whore ho lived in a refugee comp. Whs. offered 
work as a specialist in Germany by the S.S. which he aooepted. * 

9. Taken to Berlin by train in May, 1943 and Joined the GERMAN FOREIGN 
• MINISTRY RESEARCH DEPART MENT, headed by Dr. von zur HQSHUSN. From 

here he Joined the WANNSKS INSTITUTE, beaded by Dr. ACBMKTKLI, in 1942 and 
rem ained there until September, 1945 • Ha later Joined, the OSTASIEN 
INSTITUTE, and throughout this period lectured at the FOREIGN STUDIES 
FACULTY of Berlin University. 

10. Evacuated with the OSTASI EN IN STITUTE to MApTKNBAD in August, 1944, w3»re 
ho remained with the INST HUES until March, 1945, when tto TJ.S. forces 
arrived. Moved to Bavaria, having heard that the Russians might take 
over MARIENBAD, and from there moved to the British Zoz». Whs ta ken 
into protective custody by the British Military Authorities. 

11. PQFFE is, first and foremost, a scholar, and has little interest in 
politics. He claims to have both anti-Nazi a xJl anti-Comnunist view, 
but is passionately interested in his studies and in very little else. 

Els principal concern at present Is the security and education of his 
two sons. Ho reliabce pan be placed on the discretion nf ffijU family, jj j 
and in particular oh Frau POFHE. * - ”• »/ 1 
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1* PCfEPS, who la -51, looks older than his ag £* He Is a typical scientist, J 

remote from, and almost dill dish, about, problems of practical iy*e* Hie statements 
are genuine, and there can be no doubt as to his sincerity. i 

2* He seems deeply attached to his wife, who is an Invalid, and his two 

sons, Whose fate seems to be his and his wdfe f s greatest worry. 

3* Politically, he does not seem to hold any very strong views, except 

humanitarian ones, e.g* he is opposed to any form of violence, cruelty and 
persecution, whoever, the perpetrators may be. _ 

4* He has an all absorbing interest in his own particular field of 

research * MONGOLIA - on which he seems to be a unique authority, 

5* During the interview, NO questions were asked. about RUSSIA., nor was the : 

impression created that be might be used as a souce of information on that y ; 

country* Questions were purposely c onfi ned to his. experience with the CEEMA3ST 
Institute (WANNSEE and OSEASIAN INSTHUTS) which he worked for, to the personalities Sy. 
he met there, and, as far as was necessary, to his personal background*' 
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5* • • POPPS was discovered by the CEBUN3 in 1942 when their 

elements reached the CASPIAN. He was then living at ELISTA, capital of .the 
CAIMW3H REPUBLIC, where he had been carrying cm research work for some years. 

7* Owing to hie knowledge of the German language and of local conditions 

he seemed the obvious man to be used by German authorities in their dealings with 
the local chieftains. In this capaoity, he came into contact with members of this 
Army, ftort^and oivil administration* 

8. Ho states - and there seems little reason to doubt his word - that he 
used all his influence to protect the natives, whom he loved, from persecution** 

, .In particular, it was owing to hie intervention that a tribe of Mountain Je ws . 
, (PERSIAN tribe that some 800 years ago adopted the Jewish 'religion) at NAXTSCHEK 
escaped extermination* 

9 

9. m this connection, it might be worth mentioning that according vto 

him the main, accusation levelled at hir. rj the RUSSIANS appears to b e that he 
ms responsible for the CAUKJCH rising ’a 1942. This, in happened long 

i Rafter .he (and the (23BMANS) had left, and, it would appear, is all occurrence 
which has been happening periodically since the days of the Csaru, the ffeot 
'that the OAIMDGKS resent any form of RUSSIAN domination* . - 
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10* ' On arrival in GERMANY, POESE was s< 

vie rr to obtaining employment* There, Profess* 
D MgTSL LE OSTPORSCHDNG,* Foreign Office Researo] 
2h^®ELSN* I n that Department he first met 
of . the 11ANN13EE INSTITUT. • 



to the Ostministerivm with , a 
passed him on to the ‘ 
ipartment, headed by Dr. Von 
.who was than head 
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11* * AGEMETELI talked to him about the Ins ti tut under his charge and 

suggested that he should join the research Staff. POPFE, -who thought that this 
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would “be a good ‘opportunity to continue his research work on MONGOLIA, , . 
accepted, only to find out la|er that the WANNSEE INSTITUT- was more 
concerned with obtaining intelligence on RUSSIA, proper than on CENTRAL 
ASIA* ... 

12. At the TCANNSEE INOTITDT be wrote two papers 

(a) Natlonalitatenpolittk der Soviet Union 

(b) The P copies of East Siberia. 

13. He was, however, not very h appy in his work there, particularly 
after the Institute had moved .to- FLANKENWARIH, where according to him, 
it never got properly organised* Towards tbs end of 1944 he met Dr. 

LEO of Amt VI - C/4 who talked to him of the Ostaalen Inatitut, and 
suggested that more congenial, employment for him might be found there. 
Hcwe wggi^ to , cfctain the transfer, it was necessary to obtain the permission 
of IJrT^ffiALIfiRT, the co-ordinating head of the various research Institutes. 
The permission was obtained by Dr.. LEO and in April 1945 the transfer took . 
pieces 

14. - The OSTASIEN INSTBOT, headed by Professor DONATH, .was a very 
different organisation to the W&NNSEB INSTITUT. The work there was purely 
scientific and he was able to continue in bis own line of research . 
Professor DCNATH, who was not of pure Aryan extraction, was no lover of 
the Nasi regime and was only retained in his position owing t o his great 
knowledge. In Spring, 1945, the Inatitut was evacuated to MARXKNBAD. 

15. Whilst at the OSTASIEN INSTITUT, FQRFE. wrote the following 
papers:-. 

(a) . ’ Mentality of the Mongolians. 

(A psychological study). 

(b) Die Mongo lei. (Published by Ausland- 

wis sense haftliohe Inatitut) , 

16. After the collapse, POPES remained for a while at MARIENBAD, 
and then found his way into the British Zone of GERMANY. 
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Apart from information a Ircady known, the following was * 
established: - 

(a) ' Dr. ACHMETSLI is apparently still at large and probably 
in contact with AMERICAN authorities in the U.S.* Zone, of 
GERMANY. It appears that noVlfiag ago POPES was visited 
by an AMERICAN officer ealleSfSjsiE, stationed at 
\ NUREMBERG, who seemed to be in to uch with h im and showed 
great knowledge about the WANBSES INSTITUT and affiliated^ 
organisations. ' 



but has 



P0(EPB has a high opinion of Professor HEED 
no idea of what happened to him sinoe 1944. 



The headqu arter s of this organisation were situated at 
3® - 32 Bvikaeratrasse, BERLIN. Ho came in contact there with . 



(Hoad of 



(a) ^SS Efcupsturmfui^^ 

(b) (SS Stuimhannf^ 

untemehmen Zeppelin) . 
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B> has' no recent information about either of them* 
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(a) Professor DC NATH (See para 14). 

It appears that Professor DONATE la now living in 
BERLIN; FQFFB hgda roe 3 sac© from him through his 
secretary, PratfB&TMAKN (also a great anti-Nasi) last 
March. 



(>) Dr. iOHUXS, a Dutchman, who was the expor t on MAIAYAT. 

* (o) PrafessO^^CTlANN (killed In an air ra id) who was the 

expert on CHINA and computed a CHINESE Atlas. 

(4) KRAUSE, Rainer, one of tbs secretaries j a had character, 
who on various occasions denounced DCfNATH, HARTMANN, 
and other anti^Naais, and 



(e) > v>s SA x 1 ZNSR, tiw librarian, who now lives at MAINHEIJi In 
• HttKCCNIA. 

20. S3. BINSATS SCAMABDO No. 12. This unit operated in the CUUMOOH 

area In 1542 and, according to POPES, oowmitted the usual atrocities 
(extermination of Jews etc.). The moat sinister figures were: 



(a) (Obers 



stationed at 



, heed of B,K* 32 then 



stationed at PIBTLGGRSK, 



^BIERKANP at VCEOSHILOV5K, with whom he intervened In the 
matter referred to in p*r«u.6. . 

N.B. POSHES mentioned a number of other personalities 
of interest to the Apple pie investigation, who., 
have been included in the card index*. 



21* FQFFB holds a German "freanden pass* 7 in his own name (as stateless 
RUSSIAN of GERMAN extraction) made out in 154?, and prolonged to 1547* 

Also an BSTQNIAN pass, which he obtained from the ESTONIAN Committee at; 
HAMBURG in January 1946. This pass is made out in the .asms of Nigol . 

POGP and was obtained for him by ESTONIAN friends to protect him from 
persecution. 

22. The addresses of POFPS's sons, who also live under assumed names. 



(») / Cel^POEB 



Toil d POPE (*ged 20) . 
stationed at USREA University, 
■ MUNICH. 

. flhgnuller Strasse 19* 



V - ■■ • 



(>) HigoP^OOG? (aged 17) 
itO*. JrD^P. UNRRA School, RHJ3BJMSTHAL. 
’ IKJNCSHSSOP, near KASSEL* * 



In England POPES has been in contact with Professor 
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POPES was bom on 8th August, 1897 '*t 3OOC0DW in CHINA, not in 
. LENINGRAD (as claimed in the Soviet request for his extradition)* Bis parents 
{were Russian subjects of. German origin* Be. studied in RUSSIA and eventually 
became the outstanding authority' in the world on the Mongol group of languages. 
Ho was a member of the Soviet Academy of Science and until June, 1541, was 
a Professor in the Institute of Oriental Studies at LENINGRAD University* 

’* > 

POFFE’b theories about the Mongol races did not acoord with the Party 
line* Ha was frequently threatened by the KVD and accused of sabotaging 
the unity of the Soviet peoples by stressing various Mongol racial 
characteristics* Many of his colleagues and friends were purged during the 
1936/8 period* _ * * . 

In July* 1541, be went to HLIflTA , the capital of the IADIU3K republic, 
where he worked as a Professor until August, 1942* When the Germans approached 
BLISlCA, he went to MIBOTWWHAXEUt (Caucasus); this place was overrun by the 
Germans on 15th August, 1942. 

. » ^ 
Contacts with German gogogs of Occupation 

It was inevitable, .in view of his excellent German and wide fame, that 
PQEPB ahould have been Invited by the local Quislings to come over to the ' 
Germans with them* Despite his dislike for the Soviet regime, POPES claims 
that be refused to become a collaborationist. However, be was invited several 
times to act as an interpreter or intermediary between the German authorities 
and. the local population. 

POPPS claims that he used these oontacts to mitigate the •sufferings 
of the local population. In this way, he was able to persuade the Germans 
sot to exterminate a tribe Of mountaineers of the Jewish faith by "p r oving 1 
to them that racially they were akin to the Persians. The German officer 
in charge of- the St squads, who was responsible for many atrocities in ti» 
region, was FrittfnEEIBING-.- Following upon the incident of the mountain 
Jews, POEEEE wrote, at TOSLBINC^s request, a survey of the various races in 
the Caucasus. 

POPES firmly denies any connection with amy KALMUCK rising and also 
denies baying encouraged any anti- Soviet political movements. While ha was 
in the area, no such rising took place. If there was one, it Bust have 
occurred long after the departure of the Germans and of POPES* (Note: 

POPES believes that the Russians suspect him of instigating such a rising; ^ 
an the other hand, this does not figure on the list of accusations against * 1 

him seat to us by the Soviet. authorities). 



As POPPS had no official* connection with the Germans, his flight from 
. the Caucasus was undertaken without any German assistance. Be fled when the 
Russians approached MGEOXAN-SBAKHAE; his motives were two -fold - 

i) Be did not want to live under the Soviet regime, t 

li) Although bis contacts with the Germans were harmless, 
there was every likelihood of trouble with the MVD 
when the Soviets came back. 

He and his family made their way to GERMANY by hitch-hiking, travelling 
in a railway goods wagon, bartering olothea and valuables, etc* • Until 
March, 1943, they lived at NIKOPOL but, -when the Red Amy threatened this 
place, they went with crowds of refugees to LWOW where they were housed in an 
uncomfortable refugee camp. 






To' h q K fi j 



'-■*N 



At L WOW members of the' S3 offarad to refugees who ware specialists, , • 
employment" in GERMANT, FOFPE felt that ha had no alternative but "to accept 
as otherwise life hold no future* Be hoped to be able to continue his 
research into Mongolian problems. Be was taken to BERLIN try train in May, 

1943. 

On arrival in BERLIN, POPPS tried to g»t a job as Professor of Mongolian 
at BERLIN University; to this end be approached Professor MENISCI H and 
'Professor MENDS* Unfortunately, tha Professorship was not available and POPPED 
money was running out* 'In the end, ha therefore aooopted a job in tha German ' 
Stare ign Office research department, which was headed by Dr* von MQEHLEN. Share 
he was introduced to the then head of the WAM3EE Institute, Dr* AGH4ETELI. 

AOHffiTELl Invited POPPS to J 'in his research staff* POPPS olalroa that 
he thought this would enable him to continue his Mongolian researches and It. was 
not until he was sent to Amt VI to sign the various forms that be realised 
the connection between the WANNSEE Institute and the RSHA # 

Be remained with the Institute until the end of September, 1943* During 
this time he wrote two papers: 

/ a) Policy of the Soviet Uhion towards National ‘ 

Minorities, - 

b) Peoples of Eastern Siberia* 

\ . 

la September, 1943, the Institute was evacuate d to GSAZ; PQPPE used 
his wife's ill health as an excuse for' r em ai nin g in BERLIN as he did not like 
the work of the Institute. 7*' 

, Bo secured employment for himself at iho Foreign Studies Faculty of . -7 
HERUN University; how eve r, the pay was npt suffioient to keep his family so’, he- 
.wont to see Dr. IBO of the RSHA to enquire about employment in the Ostasien 
Institute. 

Dr. IEO introduced POPPE to Profesaqr DONATE, who* gave hi m ab stract work' 
to dot Be claims that although he no longer worked for the MNNSEB institute . 
he had to remain nominally on their staff in order that Dr. AQBMSTKU should 
not get annoyed* ’ * ■ *- ' ' 



Rhile in the Ostasien Institute POPPE wrote a Mongolian granwar,, *a 
c*'. . study of the Mongolian me n tality and a paper on MONGOLIA. . . .. 

•* * " ' . . ‘ v 

Be was evacuated to MARIBNBAD in August, 1944, and was there with tha V 
Institute until March, 1945, when the Americana arrived. Be moved to 
• BAVARIA when he heard that the Russians might take over MARIEKMD, and then w / 
to stay with an acquaintance - Frau Eerte B3ENIG-, 'at Gut BGSCKSL, near BUNDS- .V'^3g 
. in the British Zone* - ‘7^83 

- 

Oonolusions. , . \ . 

: It will be seen from the above story that POPPS admits having worked 
for , organs of the RSHA* The nature* of the work be did, however, was certainly > 

7 a long way removed from the seamier aide of the RSBA'a activities* POEE^.striSbeegU# 
qne as a sincere scientist of no definite political opinions; it is quite 
v . likely that his dislike of the Soviet regime' is based on the constant interference^* 
Ifcat regimi with his studios and researches* v ’ : . . 



Sr 






* ■ 

;7% n : / y . Ifffy ^SMMB *** U9 * iio» vwo.^. umj wwvuv u<ea mu v«v<aim 0Q .y m sg . - u v j, s im ii . 

-HSOSIA* It. seems to the interrogator tt*t POPPS 9 s . ppsltdq^^.^the7 
whieh be feas described, i*e. that he was •-•tt'putstadj^ " 

? £ 7 ' J in a region devoid of both, and tha't irritably;] 

oSrb^^os contacts with the' German authorities. Shis, in 'itself* iwoulfci 
diuai.hia ii>.the :eyes'of the Soviet authorities* :■> 7 v 



interrogated carefully about his activities during the German 






^TT^. acttaaV aobnsa t io h against > him a tatea ttetrhe.y^M:^^;a(^j 9 7. 

-p^rte,t^ ,4yai^hrotelLh&^ga.:of^^^ 

Whatever the • t^th : mey be, it is~ vtuy idchdjtftil iJT.this is; the'/^thTa^^^^ 
this •_ has ■ been tacitly-, submitted; by tte;4oYiarfc authorita/is !3fcen :: 

V&jfr; aoo wt iaas against him from , tfcrsteW to 
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SUBJECT: 



laus - Operation "g 



On 12 Ifey 48 X aoocsqwuiied FOH?E to PSANKPORaylMAIK, 

2. First oonfcaotwaa established with PGEFB's friend 
lBN GBS; % a t G utlout str, 102* XT presence was left unexplained 
to IflWBS S, P0E H5 satisfied himself that correspondence 
tlmough IflSRSBS had, in fkot, been bona fide as far as MBNGEES 
mss concerned* 



Wb proceeded with MENSES In tow to a QIC office in the 
Nerdendatr to meet a* 0X0 officer of MEHGSS* acquaintance whom 
he had token Into his confidence regarding POEPE 



4* TMs OID officer, named KAHNSR (pronounced JftXNER, ex 
VIENKA.-1926) then took POPES and ayaelf to the HQ in the U3- 
Parban hurl 1 ding to meet the^ylginator of the American 
toquiries re PQEH^J ye OWWOS 1 s function was 

ibed to me hyrHAHHER ae "political adviser to Cancral 



WAH« SR informed me in a private conversation that he 
was the American officer who had coma to the ; I£JCC to 
search fcr PQEEE and that ha .had -don* eo on-QRFXR^a-i 
QBEXB had painted him a picture of operational urgency and had 
told him thhthe, OIEIE, had oonie over from the States epeoiaUy 



to deal with this* business, which he., •M&HKB H, wa s not disposed 
to 'believe, knowing COTIS’fl fraction in ERANKPHRT, ' MAHMER 
claimed that he deliberately laid off the hunt onto he found 
PO^pB had, gone to ground, as he feared that too persistent an 
enquiry would alarm FOEEfi and drive him elsewhere 



Immediately before bis interview with 
displayed ache agitation as to how much he should say about 
his present airranstandes* He asked me If he could mention 
that his children were in England, and how he rfipuld explain 
ay presence, He needed no e^uragement to say nothing to 
iknyboV -about his present whereabouts and himself proposed 
that allfurther CKsaaiUaatiana from theAiaarinAn authorities 
jb; him should be omde via U3L0 'H^PCED. . I instated him to 
leave. all . explanations involving syaelf , ,ay unit and those 
iia$lag cere of him generally, to me 





















a case among other specific 

problems. QPPTB quest lonod him on general and personal 
subjects in su ch a nay that the sequenoe of question* was 
described by FOOTS as "incoherent" • No definite promise 
was made and nothing apeoifio arranged except that GOTIE 
would , at eone future date, unspecified, ooanunioate with 
FOOTS again via US IX). PQPHS states that fflwni — 
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lh the presenoeof POOTB and 1IAHNSR, OK? IB informed me tha 
the purpose of the eoceroiae was for him to satisfy himself 
that POPES was alive and well in order to he able to re* 
assure friends of POPES 1 s in America who were worried about 
him, He then informed me that certain Universities, 
unspecified, in America, would he interested to en^loy POPE 
and that this sdgit he arranged. He asked me if ' POPES was 
in fact, as well fed as he said he was, as he looked under- 
nourished, We arranged for further oonramrioationa to be 
piAdii via USIO, COTIE 1 s tone throughout x&s pcqpous and 
slightly offensive* He was at pains to have me in the : 
for as short & time as possible. 






9, FOOTS viewed the vhole exercise with mixed feelings, ( 
the one hand he is satisfied that so much trouble would notj 
he taken by correspondents in America, Senior Governmental ] 
Officials in FRANKFURT, aid itinerant officers searching foa 
him in the British Zone unless acme serious proposition wari 
in mind; as against which he was -told nothing definite. | 
yesterday, he was asked questions, the answer to which j 
was evident from the written biography that he submitted. 















